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 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen met on January 18, 2022, 

at 5:00 P.M., this being the regular recessed meeting time.  Mayor Greg Graves called the 

meeting to order and the following Aldermen were present: Dear, Hale, Moore (via phone), 

Simpson and Tanksley.  Also present were:  Katie Harbin, City Clerk; Ginger Miller, City 

Attorney; Richard Chandler, Police Chief; Ethan Foresman, Fire Chief; Chantay Rhone, Jim 

Huestis, Building Official; Karen Brown, Michelle Huestis, Jamie Sowell, Britt Herrin, Thurman 

Caldwell, Jonathan Hooker, Scott Massey, Jamey Jones and Paul Scott. 

 

 Alderman Tanksley gave the invocation.  

 

 

Public Hearing for an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, section 7 Residential (R-6) 

Manufactured Housing 

 

Mayor Graves opened up the Public Hearing, read over the proposed amendment and asked if 

anyone had any questions or comments. 

 

Mayor Graves stated that we know that there are many that are non-conforming, Mr. Massey we 

won’t hold you to the 30 days right away, we will work with you, but we have to have some 

progress. 

 

Paul Scott, Mr. Massy’s attorney, stated they have some questions about this.  At first it was 

changing to nothing older than 8 years, now it is 5 years.  I don’t know the rational for that.  

Also, regarding the skirting, to require brick, stone, concrete blocks, would require permanent 

structure where he rents out lots.  I don’t see a need for that.  As far as the square footage 

requirement of what can and can’t move into his property, I’m not sure what that has to do with 

public health and safety.  We have no issues with the installation nor the 30 day requirement as 

long as you’re willing to work with us on that. 

 

Mayor Graves stated you did have a point in the Planning Commission meeting, and you were 

correct, we can’t do some requirements lot by lot.  Since then, we’ve gotten a copy of the 

County’s requirements on manufactured homes, and have taken some of that into consideration.  

Mr. Scott, you’re not saying it’s illegal, the skirting and square footage requirements? 

 

Mr. Scott stated I don’t see how it relates to public health and safety. 

 

Jim Huestis stated to have a good safe home for anyone there.  We looked at many other 

Ordinances and requirements from other Cities around. 

 

Mr. Massey stated I’ve held up on moving some out because of the new rules.  We need to find 

out what we have to do with the vacant lot timeline.  I got equipment and was taking them down, 

but stopped when I found out about the new requirements. 

 

Mayor Graves asked Mr. Massey how many do you have, owned and vacant. 
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Mr. Massey answered I own some and rent some.  Regarding the skirting, something more 

permanent, like a doublewide, that might work for.  If someone comes in, rents a lot, then 

doesn’t pay for their home, it will get repo’d.  Then the bricks from the skirting are left, torn up.  

They can’t be reused and I’m the one that has to clean it up. 

 

Mayor Graves asked Jim if he looked at the County’s requirements. 

 

Jim Huestis answered yes.. some of their requirements include professional movers, inspections, 

turtleback underpinning, piers, etc.  Mr. Massey, do you own some of the trailers and rent them 

out. 

 

Mr. Massey answered yes I do. 

 

Mr. Scott stated I think you’d have to have a reason, public health and safety for the reason, for 

the skirting to be permanent. You’ve just mentioned looking at what other places require.  

 

Mayor Graves stated we don’t try to reinvent the wheel, we look at what other places have done 

that works. 

 

Alderman Dear asked about the underpinning, do you have any regulations for that, as to 

someone to come repair a leak under the house. 

 

Mr. Massey answered yes, they have to have the underpinning, skirting. 

 

Alderman Moore stated we just passed an ordinance for standards, design and beautification, for 

business.  I don’t know where that affects the health and safety other than it keeps the 

community better. It keeps the wellness of the community better overall.  I think there is an 

argument that this would impact the wellness of the community, along with the square footage.  

It creates a better environment. 

 

Alderman Hale stated I agree.  It’s well within the City’s right to regulate the square footage, etc.  

Alderman Hale asked if the County requires brick or stone skirting?  Does Mr. Massey having 

brick or stone, commercial grade skirting, look alike, would that work?  I think the age and 

square footage requirements are fine.  The brick, stone, or block I can see some concern.  Maybe 

a reasonable commercial underpinning. 

 

Alderman Simpson asked Mr. Massey do you have people that buy and put a new manufactured 

home in your park? 

 

Mr. Massey answered no, they said they were told they can’t put any in. 

 

Alderman Simpson asked Mr. Massey, in the past 2 to 3 years, how many have been new ones? 

 

Mr. Massey answered maybe 2 or 3.  The inquires are there but I can’t put them in, I’ve been 

told we can’t. 
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Mayor Graves stated if someone is renting, and they put a new one in, what happens if they don’t 

pay? 

 

Mr. Massey answered that he would contact the financing company.  They will most likely come 

get it, and leave everything else there. 

 

Alderman Dear stated so they’d tear the skirting down. 

 

Mr. Massey answered either tear it down or pull one side out to move it. 

Mr. Massey stated most double wide homes do put brick.  They want it to look like a house. 

 

Alderman Moore stated what about faux brick for the underpinning. 

 

Mr. Massey yes they make it, it’s not cheap. 

 

Alderman Moore stated it’s not the cheaper vinyl stuff.  It may be a little more effective option.  

A higher grade alternative than the vinyl. It wouldn’t have to be torn out. 

 

Mayor Graves asked Jim if that would work. 

 

Jim Huestis answered yes, I’d have to come up with the correct wording. 

 

Alderman Hale stated I think that would be a better option for both. 

 

Alderman Moore stated I think we could find the correct wording. 

 

Mayor Graves stated so add “faux brick, faux stone, faux block”. 

 

Alderman Dear stated also maybe add “heavy duty..”. 
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Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Simpson, adopt the Zoning 

Ordinance Amendment for section 7 residential (R-6) manufactured Housing, adding “heavy 

duty faux brick, heavy duty faux stone, heavy duty block” to the options for the skirting 

requirements.  All voting yea, motion carried 
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Presentation from Sycamore Arts and request for funding 

 

Karen Brown, Sycamore Arts, presented the request for funding to the Mayor and Board 

of Aldermen.  Mrs. Brown went over what Sycamore Arts has done throughout the community.  

They were able to keep the arts alive through the libraries and schools.  It’s been harder to 

navigate through the pandemic, but we are still doing what we can and spending the budget 

getting supplies out.  Mrs. Brown stated we are very thankful to the City for letting us have the 

Christmas program this past season.  It brought people to the area to shop and eat.  We are very 

thankful for the support from the City. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Simpson, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 

request for funding from Sycamore Arts in the amount of $6,000, to help with the promoting the 

City.  All voting yea, motion carried 

 

 

Request for waivers of curb, gutter and sidewalks for the West Point Subdivision – Nick 

Kruenen 

 

Jamey Jones, Civil Link, presented the request.  Mr. Jones stated that this request if for the 

remainder of the subdivision and would allow them to match the previous phases. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Simpson, to approve the 

request for waivers of curb, gutter, and sidewalks for the remainder of the West Point 

Subdivision.  All voting yea, motion carried 

 

 

Presentation of Fire Station 1 Renovation with AERC 

 

Jonathan Hooker, AERC, presented the renovation information to the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen.  Mr. Hooker stated that they starting by looking at the different parts of the building, 

then at what needs to be done to make it safe.  It doesn’t have a HVAC system, it may need a 

new roof, and maybe a little brick work.  Then we looked at what would need to be done to make 

it livable.  We would need to add installation, a HVAC unit, new windows, a roof, a 

meeting/conference room, the City needs that kind of space for everyone.  We also would add a 

bathroom, add a shower to the current bathroom, added some offices, and an exhaust system to 

the bay. 

 

Fire Chief Foresman stated Jonathan did a really good job.  The guys live here, this community, 

72 hours a week.  We need to do this with our staffing situation.  We need the exhaust system to 

be compliant.  It gets us up to snuff to make it livable. 

 

Mr. Hooker passed out information on the plans and budget.  Mr. Hooker stated it comes out to 

about $555,000. 

 

Mayor Graves asked Chief Foresman, would this alleviate us building out west. 
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Fire Chief Foresman answered I don’t think so.  I think with the growth we will have to build out 

west and staff this one. 

 

Mayor Graves asked about funding. 

 

Fire Chief Foresman answered we are working on it.  We are trying to see what’s out there, 

grants, etc. 

 

Alderman Simpson stated Chief Foresman, you know I just have one question, how are we going 

to pay for it. 

Fire Chief Foresman answered we are exploring all options, grants, etc., anything that will help. 

 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mayor Graves went over each consent agenda item, numbers 7-21, asked if anyone had any 

questions. 

 

Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on January 4, 2022  

 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to approve the 

minutes from the regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on January 4, 2022.  All voting 

yea, motion carried 

 

Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 22641 – 22780 for the total of $476,614.97 

 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to approve 

Docket of Claim numbers 22641 - 22780 for a total of $476,614.97.  All voting yea, motion 

carried. 

 

Authorize Katie Harbin and Francis Johnson to attend the Municipal Clerks Spring Conference 

on April 27-29, 2022 in Ridgeland, MS, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses  

 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize 

Katie Harbin and Francis Johnson to attend the Municipal Clerks Spring Conference on April 27-

29, 2022 in Ridgeland, MS, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses.  All voting 

yea, motion carried.   

 

 

Authorize Angela Garrett to attend training at BBI on February 24, 2022 in Flowood, MS, also 

authorize to pay travel expenses 
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Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize 

Angela Garrett to attend training at BBI on February 24, 2022 in Flowood, MS, also authorize to 

pay travel expenses.  All voting yea, motion carried.   

 

Authorize Planning Commissioners and Jim Huestis to attend the Planning Commissioner 

Training on January 20,2022 in Oxford, MS, also authorize to pay registration and travel 

expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize 

Planning Commissioners and Jim Huestis to attend the Planning Commissioner Training in 

Oxford, MS on January 20, 2022, also authorize to pay travel expenses.  All voting yea, motion 

carried.   

 

Authorize Lieutenant Con and Sergeant Trentham to attend the MTOA SWAT course on April 

18-29, 2022 in Holly Springs, MS, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize 

Lieutenant Con and Sergeant Trentham to attend the MOTA SWAT course on April 18-29, 

2022, in Holly Springs, MS, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses.  All voting 

yea, motion carried.   

 

Reappoint Dewayne Casey to the Senatobia School Board 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to reappoint 

Dewayne Casey to the Senatobia School Board.  All voting yea, motion carried.   

 

Authorize to give Office Clerk Jada Mayer a 90 day performance raise of $0.50 per hour 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize to 

give Office Clerk Jada Mayer a 90 day performance raise of $0.50 per hour.  All voting yea, 

motion carried.   

 

 

Authorize to give Building Inspector Jim Huestis a raise of $2,000 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize to 

give Building Inspector Jim Huestis a raise of $2,000, which will be offset by building permit 

revenue.  All voting yea, motion carried.   

 

Authorize to hire Justin Steelandt as a full time Certified Police Officer at the rate of P4 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize hire 

Justin Steelandt as a full time Certified Police Officer at the rate of P4.  All voting yea, motion 

carried.   

 

Authorize to accept the resignation from Public works employee David Deyling 
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Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to accept the 

resignation from Public Works employee David Deyling. All voting yea, motion carried.   

 

Authorize to transfer old board room chairs to the Community Center 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize to 

transfer the old board room audience chairs to the Community Center. All voting yea, motion 

carried.   

 

Authorize to accept the lowest and best interest rate quote from First Financial Bank with a rate 

of 2.50% for the financing of 3 Dodge Durango’s and one Ford F150 for the Police Department 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize to 

accept the lowest and best interest rate quote from First Financial Bank with a rate of 2.50% for a 

4 year term, for the financing of two 2021 Dodge Durango’s, one 2022 Dodge Durango and one 

2022 Ford F150 for the Police Department, authorizing Mayor Graves to sign all paperwork. All 

voting yea, motion carried.   

 

Authorize Mayor Graves to sign an agreement with Tate County for the Impound lot, also 

authorize to pay half of the cost 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize 

Mayor Graves to sign an agreement with Tate County for the Impound lot, also authorize to pay 

half of the cost. All voting yea, motion carried.   

 

Authorize to move the recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on March 15, 2022 to be 

held on March 22, 2022 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize to 

move the recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on March 15, 2022 to be held on 

March 22, 2022. All voting yea, motion carried.   

 

Mayor’s Corner 

 

Update on Cemetery Fencing project 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that this project is out for bid and they are due in February. 

 

Proposed Building Permit Fee’s 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that Jim is giving some proposed building permit fees to the 

Planning Commission for them to go over before it gets to you. 

 

Paving Project 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that he needs their list of priorities of roads that need to be 

repaired and/or paved.  We will need this so we can get an estimate of cost. 
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Alderman Simpson asked do you want a list of total replace or repairs.  I think the company from 

New Albany did a good job. 

 

Mayor Graves stated your top priorities 

 

WWTP Project 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that he received a call from Mike regarding Hemphill not 

having a full time job superintendent on site.  He also said that they’ve already had to fix stuff, 

and it’s been easy stuff. 

Also, Kaye’s is still an issue with their grease.  Marathon has added a little kitchen that may be 

contributing and also I think Molly has more than they said they would have.  We have to get 

this corrected before opening up our new treatment plant. 

 

Country Club  

Mayor Graves advised the Board that we turned on the water with no issues today. 

 

Authorize to go into Closed Session to discuss going into Executive Session for Economic 

Update 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to go 

into closed session to discuss going into executive session for Economic Updates. All voting yea, 

motion carried.   

 

Authorize to go into Executive Session for Economic Updates 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to go 

into executive session for economic updates. All voting yea, motion carried.   

 

 

Authorize to come out of Executive Session 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to 

come out of executive session. All voting yea, motion carried.   

 

Adjourn 

 

 Motion was made by Alderman Simpson and seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to 

adjourn.  All voting yea, motion carried.  

 

      ____________________________ 

      Greg Graves, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________________  

Katie Harbin –City Clerk 


